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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Botley, near Southampton, 20th May, 1815. 


J have, within these few days, had ten- 
dered to me, through the Post, a small 
parcel from America, with ‘* newspapers’’ 
written on it. This parcel had, as ap- 
pears by the Post-mark, been sent from 
Liverpool to London, and from London 
to Botley. The charge on it was nine 


shillings and six-pence sterling ; that is to 


say, however, in our paper money, being 
about, at this time, @ dollar and a haly. 
[ did not take the parcel, of course, much 
as I wished to see its contents. From 
this account, it will be perceived, that, 
unless parcels of newspapers, coming from 
America, be actually conveyed by the 
bearer of them either to me at Botley 
( _ can seldom happen), or to London, 
the object in sending them must be de- 
feated ; for, a file of daily papers, for only 
one month, sent to me by post from any 
out-port, would cost, at least, the price of 
a good large fat hog. I remember one 
parcel, which came to me, charged with 
nine pounds some odd shillings of postage, 
Which is now the price of a hog of seven- 
teen score weight——As I am very de- 
sirous to receive, frequently, papers from 
America, and as the papers in that coun- 


try are not, as ours are, loaded with a tax’ 


equal to more than one half of their retail 
price, I will point out the manner in which 
they may be sent to me.—The parcel 
should be addressed to me by name, “‘ to 
“the care of the Publisher of Cobbett's 
“ Weekly Political Register, London.” 
But, it ought, if the vessel go to London, 
to be carried by the master, or mate, or by 
Some careful person; and, if the vessel 
arrive at some out-port, the parcel, witlr 
the same direction on it, should be carried 
to some office, whence a London Coach 
departs. There it should be delivered, 
and the bearer should see it booked, as we 
call it.—By these means American papers 
will reach me with very little trouble, and 
at an expence of which I should think no- 


thing—All single letters from America| 


may be addressed to me at Botley, near 
Southampton, and be put, at once, into any 
post-office in this country.—The hirelings, 
who conduct nine-terths of the newspa~- 
pers in London, have all possible fucélities 
in receiving American newspapers. But, 
they publish from them that only which 
suits their purpose. ‘Their object is to 
mislead the people here ; or, to keep them 
in the dark; and, they cull out every pas- 
sage calculated to answer this end. Be- 
sides, there are very few papers (the Na- 
tional Intelligencer excepted), which are 
sent to England, except the papers called 
Federal. ‘The persons who send these 
papers, if not English by birth, are Eng- 
lish by convection. ‘Thus we see only one 
side of the picture; and hence it was, that 
malignant and beastly as is the Editor of 
our 7%mes newspaper, for instance, thefel- 
low really might be deceived himself by 
the cookoo clamour of the Aristocrdtical 
American newspapers ; but, hence, though 
I could get a sight of none but the same 
sort of papers, [ was not deceived, because 
I had had that experience, which enabled 
me to put a proper value upon what [ saw 
in these papers.—It is of great conse- 
quence to the cause of truth and freedom, 
that the Republican papers should come to 
us from America, and that other Republi- 
can works should also reach us; for, it is 
from this Island that opinions and facts go 
forth to produce impression on the mind 
of the world. Bound up as our press is, 
we, by one means or another, contrive to 
get a great deal into circulation. We are 
nearer the grand scenes of action than you 
are; and, if you wish your principles and 
your example to have their due and speedy 
effect, we must be the principal vehicle of 
them.—Some one at Philadelphia has re. 
cently sent me a parcel of American pa- 
pers, received at Philadelphia from other 
places, from which I perceive, that my 
Letters to Lord Liverpool have been yes 
published in all parts of the Republic, from 
Bostet te-Sasannah, from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburgh. Flattering-as-this ig to my 





as a proof of the powers of the press, and 


self-love, itis much more gratifying to me ~ 
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these powers.—Lecter Vi.te the Eari ef 
Livers . | wrote. | remeorber. iz 2 room 
in2 farm-beo-<. eget morning when [ was 
dctained by rain. I might bave thoccht 
zt: bet. certziaiw | ked not then the most 
distant idea. that what I was then eritiag. 
would so erxk!s come back te me. mp 

; 

ancitther priat. 2fter havieg beem read es 
the banks of the U>nic end those of the 

y - Ng ; 
Mississippi. — This mz’ fact ; the sight of 
Cn’ one sach orimt. sw to me more than a 
compensation for al. that | bare saffered in 
the canse- of Treth asd Freedom Bat. iz 
as of far greater importance as a stimclant 

- : > - 7 
to fature exertion, 22a 33 s<egzestias acdai~ 
tienal care im planning and execating.— 

but. why shou'd not the friends of Frec- 
} ; 
dom co-operate? We see bow frm 
j 
boand together its ¢memies are: how thev. 
for the furtherance of their t 
a 


even their petty conflicting interests. Yor 
hase beard the Saints of Hertferd rejoice 
at the restoration of the Poze. The Holy 
Father has embraced the Dey of Algiers. 
who calls him 2 Christian Doz—Why 
should mot we zid each other? You are 
betier off than we are. You bave free 
presses Imevery sea-port: your sea-ports 
are numerous; your masters of ressels 
have a direct commanication with you; 
vou can easily come at all that we publish. 
While your continent, and all its presses 
and literary productions, are shut from us 
by handreds of obstacles of which you 


have no idea, our enemies have their re- ' 


gular correspvadences, their communica- 
tions always open; they know here all 
that is passing in your country; while we 


are wholly in the dark; while we are de- | 


rived of the use of all those powerfsl 
weapons, which your unrestrained press 
would put into car hands.—I hope that 
these considerations will be seflicient to 
indoce some one of you, at least, to for- 
ward to me, ia the manner above pointed 
out, such papers and other publications, 
as are likely to be of benefit to the cause 
of Truth and Freedom, and of which you 
can Want no assurance of my will, at any 
mate, to make the best possible use.— 
America now bogu<te make a great figure 
In the world; but, her example, which, if 
made universally known, would be of 
Porgy MEE thew*cr military or naval 
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power is, free the curses shore mia 
comparatively Etile service.—|] ke ti: 
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fav) received, from some friend 
Philadelphia, a small file of Asrers 
containing the * EXPOSITION of 
“CAUSES eed CHARACTER oy 
“ War.” This paper, it appears, is «/i- 
cal, and was ready for official promuisc- 
| dion, jest at the time when the news of the 
Peace arrived. I never read so ae a m- 
per: never one calculated to produce : 
great an impression. - It is an imvaiesde 
docamest for history; a noble menene=: 
of the power of the hur=n mind. If 
government have received this paper, 2% 
Lif they will bot read it carefully, ter 
will, I am sure, cleariy see, that any 2 
} tempt either to delude, subdue, or check 
the rise of America. must fail of success— 
The-paper would fill abeut four whole Re- 
gisters, perhaps. -Bat, though I canae 
) insert it; it will be of great use to B- 
| and I beg the sender to accept of my b&* 
| thanks. 
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LETTER HUT. 


TO LORD CASTLEREAGH. 
On the hope of success, in @ Wear agers 
France, whith hope is founded on © 
discontents said to exist in that countTs- 
My Lorp,—I learn, through the T= 
newspaper, that these letters of mine, 2¢- 
dressed to you, are regularly 
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& a meernment. Sech are the writers, who 
ey Ji fer war against the Freach peepie: 

; Fe emge Us Inte war, will be 
nds aud supperters. [have been 
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ud that, amongst other means, that have 
ba ~ made useef te impede the circulation 
Bie Register. it has been forbidden te 
chem in at frmy Mess-Reoms and in 
t-Reoms on board of Ships of War. 
me | | lure newer complained ef this. Bat, 


of t 

rr. ny Lerd, tt is very hard, if iam to be per- 

.to Bare readers_neither cbreed nor 
mc. And, what a couse must that 
which thus wishes th 
z band of power, all its eppenents! 
, Bet the subject.on which I am now 
: m ict to address your Lerdship, is of a 
more segious nature. The partisans of 


a, ‘e very busily engaged, at this time, in 
- ~roviding for themselves, in advance, every 


bie “Sees of disappointment and mertifica- 
toa. They have, as imthe case of Ame- 
2. spoken with so much confidence of 
fcocess; with so much contempt of the 
tcversary;.and with. so. much insolence 
av they treated him and the whole of the 
french nation, that, were they not noto- 
ously dead to all sense of shame, they 
must, in case of failure, commit 
temselves that act, which they would 
rchly merit from the hands of a personage 
¥ho is about upen their own level in point 
* occupation. They have now started 
cow game; they have now discovered new 
cround of hope. They now tell us that 
France is in a state of commotion, and al- 
most of rebellion, against Napolean ; and, 
‘aat whea ence the allied armies begin to 





declare for the King. 

y My Lord, you know this to be false; 
ps but, itis no more than merely the second 
1. chapter of the delusions 


od card to America. These same writers told.| preclat ‘bance 
: ws iat the people of America were hos" we saw, not long agos:countiea in England 
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of Anzevlome, do we ear of any thing 
»*% 


hie a powerful OPOsitle a te the present 
erder of things? We_are told, by the 
Times newspaper, that, in ove perticular 
| imstance, cannon has been dreught to de 
fend the barracks against the people. 
| Bat, mp Lord, the very same papers 
, are compelled to coufess, that some of the 
Belgien troops have been actvalty killed, 
i and others wounded ia an effort to go over 
‘te the French; that, at Liege, some of 
the Saxon (wex Prassian) soldiers have 
, mutinied, refused te march, anc hare even 
| attemptcd acts ef vielence on the “ dear 
feild Blecher,” whose whiskers the nasty 
.wretches in London, caljing themselves 
) * Ladies.” were beastly enough to sieb- 
‘ber. Nay, we are told, and that, too, ina 
, proclamation under his own hand, that 
“he has escaped assassination.”’ We reed, 
| in proclamations of the Ajng of Prussia, 
| that.to speek in favour of Napoleon is to 
be punished with theutmast severity. And 
| yet, we are not to be permitted to doubt, 
that all the nations on the Continent are 
very hearty in the cavse against France ; 
while the most insiguifi riot it France 
-we.are to look uponias the certai® sign of 
national hostility to the present fovern- 
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move into France, the whole nation will} ment. : 


If, my Lord, the same criteria’ were 
applied to evrseives, what should .we 
say? We havesees, and, I be we 


ised with re- | now see, more than one coufty in Ireland 


med to be in astate of gisturbence > 
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in a similar state; we have, within these 
few years, seen a Prime Minister shot in 
the lobby of the House of Commons, and 
we saw great numbers of troops brought 
to London and stationed at no great dis- 
tance from the place of Mr. Bellingham’s 
execution. The newspapers informed ts, 
that, in the disturbed counties in England, 
the Judges were guarded by troops of the 
line. Mr. Bankes is reported, in our 
newspapers, to have said, not long since, 
in the louse of Commons, that the military 
were sometimes called in to assist in col- 
decting the taxes in your country, Ireland. 
The newspapers have recently told us‘of 
two instances, at Norwich and at Lynn, 
in Engtand, where the German. troops 
were employed to keep the people from 
committing violences. And, how long, 
how many weeks is it since troops of the 
line were brought to prevent your own 
house from being demolished, as those of 
the Lord Chancellor and the Chief Judge’s 
had been? Nay, were not troops of the 
line brought to defend the Parliament 
House and its Members against the peo- 
ple ; and that, too, only about nine weeks, 
or ten weeks ago? Is there any thing 
going onin France equal to these occur- 
rences? And, yet, does any one pretend, 
that ¢his government is, or has been, likely 
to be overthrown? It is said, from the 
German papers, that Napoleon takes pre- 
cautions against assassination ; and, sure- 
ly, my Lord, after all that has been pro- 
mulgated, and even attempted, such pre- 
cautions cannot be thought wholly un- 
necessary, But, does this argue, that the 
natior. hate him? Our gracious and be- 
loved King went to the Parliament House, 
and to the Play, of late years, in a bullet- 
proof coach ; but, did that fact argue, that 
* he was hated by his people ? 

Every trifle, the words, or pretended 
words, of any individual, hostile to Napo- 
leon, is greedily caught at and carefully 
retailed out, by the writers in London. 
If the press of Paris were to pursue this 
mode with regard to our government, 
what would it make of the pithy precepts 
and sentiments, written on the walls in and 
about London, where any one may ea- 
sily lind words in praise of Napoleon, 
but I will not say what is to be found 
with regard ¢o others. Why, if the walls 
of Paris were written over in such a way 
as to Napoleon and his government, we 


should be told hourly to expect to hear of 
his total destruction. Pe 
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What reason have we, then, to SUpposa 
that he is not liked by the people of 
France ? Flow came he at Paris ? What 
but the good wishes, the anxious desires, 
of the people, took. him thither? What! 
are we to be made believe, that he, who 
went, not only without an army, but al. 
most without companions of any sort, 
500 miles through cities and towns fori. 
fied, and arrived in the capital withouw 
having seen a single hand raised agains 
him ; are we to believe, that he is now 
hated by the people of France? And, are 
we to believe, that Louis, who found no 
a single man to defend his throne; whose 
departure was as quiet as if he had been a 
traveller, lodged at an hotel; who, with 
all the armies, all the civil authorities, all 
the treasures of the country, at his com- 
mand, could not, though he offered in- 


dozen of persons: are werto believe, that 
the whole of the Frenck nation are nv 
for this king ? 


which have been adopted in France, prov 
that Napoleon and his government feel 
themsélves in danger. But, my Lord, Is 
us bear in mind, that, during the war 
against the French Republic, the Habea 
Corpus Act was suspended in England for 
seven years, and thatthe King and coune!! 
invprisoned, without trial, for any length 
of time, any man whom they thought t 
right to imprison; and, that, in frelan, 
martial lazo was in existence: at sever! 
periods, and fora great length of time. 
Yet, did any one ever presume to %}; 
that the King and his government wer 
hated by the nation ? 

We are told also to look at the Fren 
fiends, and to conclude from their Pa 
that the nation are disaffected towards (” 
government... I have shewn; |. net 
proved, in my last number, that the ae 
funds are very nearly as high in pric ! 
oursare. I have demonstrated this: bus 
is there no other cause for low er 
public fands in France besides that Pe 
disaffection of the people 2 The w° “ 
is, that. when a million of men = a 
paring to invade France, the fun 4 40, 
for any thing at all. Their being ~ 
under such circumstances, proves the e . 
confidence of the nation. If we ora 
the point of being actually inv? ‘ asl 
we saw only 100 thousand men on 





ail 
of boats in Bologne harbour ready t 
for England, and had no defence but 4 lan 


mensée rewards, obtain the support of avy 


| Weare told, that the measures of polic’, § 
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defence, What price do you think our funds 
would be at? Yet, the French see many 
hundreds of thousands of men armed 
against them; they know that they have 
19 depend only on their arms for defence; 
ihey have no sea to pretect them; they 
\uow that their country is liable to be 
iwvaded every hour: still their funds 
are nearly at as good a price as ours. 
What reason, therefore, have we to 
conclude from the price of the funds, 
that the French nation are disaffected 
iowards their government? But sup- 
pose the funds were to experience in 
France a greater fall. What have we 
wen in England? Why, we saw the | 
Bank stop payment in 1797, not upon an | 
actual invasion by an army, but merely 
upon the report of an invaston being in- 
tended, though we had the whole country 
armed, and though we had a fleet to de- 
fend us of more than 500 ships of war! I¢ 
was then that the Bank obtained an act of 
parliament to enable it fo refy fo pay its 
own notes inmoney. From ‘that time it has 
not paid in money, except in a trifling 
degree. Sinee that, laws have been passed 
tomake Bank notes a legal tender, and to 
prohibit the sale of guineas. Yet, no one 
has presumed to say that the nation hated 
the king, and that the people would not 
fight to defend the country against foreign 
invasion. Why, therefore, are we to 
conclude that the French nation hate Na- 
poleon, because the French funds are at 
2 low price? 

I think it is clear, then, that we have | 
10 good reason to rely for assistance in war, 
i! war should be finally resolved on, on the 
dislike of the people of France te their 
government. We must rely, [think solely 
upon the force of our arms and those 
of our Allies; and, if all the people of 
France aré heartily opposed to us, what 
prospect have we of uitimate saccess? 

Ou the other hand, how do the people 
of England feel as to this expected war? 
There have been petitions, or remonstran- 
ccs, against it in London, Westminster, 
Nottingham, and others are preparing. 
But, where have we seen a meeting to ap- 
prove of the war? For the war of 1793 
there were Meetings in abundance. Not 
one iu favour of this war. — It is not to be 
doubted, that the Noblesse and the Cler- 
gy and other persens would call Meetings 
in favour of war, if the public feeling was 








MAY 27, 1815.—To Sir Franc’s Burdett, Bart. 





aalifor war. Yet not one such Meeting 
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has been called, except in the town of P/y- 
mouth, whose address for war is cousi- 
dered in the same light as the prostestant 
Fishermen of Newfoundland giving * the 
Pope” asa standing toast. The trath is, 
that, from one end of the country to the 
other, the feeling of the people is against 
war. ‘There is not one man, or woman, 
out of ten, who dees not condemn the 
presumptuous notice of making war upon 
#rance to compel her to change her Chief 
Magistrate. ‘che case is so plain, that all 
men understand it. ‘They atl say, that 
we have ‘no business to intermeddle. The 
question admits of no disguise. For this 
time even the craft of the prostituted 
newspapers cannot succeed in deceiving 
the people. ‘Therefore, if you still resolve 
to enter upon this war, you find ne volun 
tary contributions ; you will find very lit- 
tle zeal on the part of the mass of the 
people; and, if events should compel you 
to make peace, you will find yourselves 
in such a situation as no English Ministry 
were ever before in. You will then feel 
the real effect of that system of politics 
begun by ‘Pitt, which system has been 
pursued from 1792 ’till the present hour, 
fam, &c. &c. Wu. Cosperr. 
Botley, 23d May, 1815. 





To 
SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, Barr. 


Onthe Pitt System of war against France. 
Botley, 24th May, 1815. 

Sr1r,—Your speech, delivered at the 
Westminister Meeting, last week, hrs led 
to a train of reflections in my mind, which 
I cannot refrain from laying before the 
public, and, in order that they may have 
a better chance of possessing some little 
merit in the eyes of my readers, | address 
them immediately to you. 

From the out-set ef the wars against 
the Republic of France, you contended, 
that the result would be ¢nyurious to Eng- 
land. I will, for the present, leave aside 
the real motives of the wars, and will 
merely consider their effects, as they have 
hitherto developed themselves. You con- 
tended, that we ought to have left the 
French nation to itself; that, justice and 
morality and freedom out of the question, 
the English nation would, in the end, 
greatly suffer in consequence of war 
against France. Lhat, therefore, wisdomy 
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sound policy, bade our government remain 
at peace. ‘The politics of Pirr first, and 
afterwards of LonpsGrenvitieand Grey, 


of PercivaL and Lorp Castriecreacn,. 


were directly opposed to yours. ‘They 
were for zwar, and (leaving justice out of 
the question), they said it was necessary, 
in order do prevent the contagion of French 
principles. They said, that they were aware 
that great sacrifices would be necessary ; 
but, that it was better to sacrifice a part 
than the whole of our property and our 
religion into the bargain. ‘They asserted, 
that France was in the gulph of bank- 
ruptcy; and, that if we expended much, 
she would be totally ruined. 

The war began. France, instead of 
being conquered, became a conqueror. 
France, in the year 1797, had got rid of 
almost the whole of her debt, and her cur- 
rency was gold, while, int that same year, 
the Bank of England obtained an Act of 
Parliament to enable it to refuse to pay 
its billsin money. Still the war raged, 
till, at last, in 1814, we saw the Bourbons 
actually replaced upon ‘the throne of 
France. 

This was the day of triumph’ with the 
system of Pitt! Now it was, that you 
were tauntingly reminded of your long op- 
position to the war. Now it was, that 
you were called ton to confess your 


error, and to go and perform “ an act of 


penitence at the foot of the statue of Pitt.” 
“You were betier employed. You were 
fox-hunting, I believe. In the mean 
while the nation was drhnk’ with joy. 
Bontires, bell-ringing, roasting oxen, il- 
luminations, sham-fights, temples of vic- 
tory, triumphal! arches. ‘The country re- 
sounded with the boast of our having 
gloriously triumphed at last ; of our long 
perseverance having been rewarded by a 
glorious result. 

‘But, it did not require the return of 


. Napoleon to make the nation feel, that all 


this boasting was without reason, and that, 
while the recent events had afforded 
ground for transient exultation, the per- 
severance in the war had loaded us with 
lasting calamities. It did net require the 
return of Napoleon to convince us of this. 
The people had been buoyed up with the 
hope, that PEACE weuld bring them ease 
from the burdens which they had so long 
been compelled to bear. - But, they soon 
discevered, that, even with the Bourbons 
on the throne of France, the taxes in Eng- 








land could not be reduced without leayin, 
the government to make loans in time of 
peace, ‘The war had, to outward apyear. 
ance, been crowned with success. Tho 
Bourbons, the Pope, the Inquisition had 
been restored, and * HMrench principles” 
had been. extinguished, » Buty. in the ob. 
taining of this suceess, the nation had jp. 
curred an @dditionaldebt, the interest of 
which demanded 31 millions of pounds 
sterling to be raised in taxes every year 
for ever, which, with the 9 millions of 
taxes aunually required before 1793, made 
40 millions a year for ever to be raised in 
taxes. It was. soon discovered, that the 
reward which long perseverance in the 
war was to receive, was never to be re. 
ceived. The nation, no longer amused 
and buoyed up by the events of war, and 
the hopes of its final success, began to cry 
out for relief from its burdens. Those 
who were able to escape. from. their share 
of these burdens, sought relief by going 
to live in France, The land became wu. 
able to pay the taxes, necessary to dis- 
charge the interest of the debt and to keep 
up the army, nary, and other establish- 
ments. A law was passed to keep out 
French produce, in order to enable the 
land in England to pay its taxes, The 
people cried aloud against such a measure, 
ata moment when they expected chea- 
ness to return, and when trade, commerce, 
and manufactures were visibly on the de- 
cline: A shock was felt from one end of 
the’ kingdom to the. other... All was now 
manifestly out of joint; and the goveri 
ment appeared to be more embarrasse 
than at any period of the war, not excepts 
ing even that when the Bank stopped p2y" 
ing its notes in money. 

This. was the situation of England when 


+ Napoleon returned to France. Thert- 


fore, in estimating the Pitt system, I have 
no need, unless-d choose, to take into view 
this wonderful event; for, it seems to Mm 


‘that that system would have produced all 


the evils that you foreboded, @f this ¢ vent 
had never taken place. This system yi ; 
indeed, ‘feplaced the Bourbons on ' 
throne, contrary to your expectations my 
your hopes; but, it had, in doing * y 
destroyed the prosperity and happiness a 
England. It had, it was suppo le 
tinguished ‘* French principles; sat 
order to do that, it had made pauper ait 
perhaps, a million of our people; , i, 
had Jaid its hands on a great part ° 
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property and the carnings of the rest of | upon those persons who remained, and 
. } » . 
thecommunity. Ithad closed the contest | whose means of paying taxes would have 


° . . A] . . . . . 
by making it the interest of linglish people | been diminished daily ; that the demand 
of fortune to go and live upon that fortune | for labour, in all branches, would have de- 


and to enjoy greater happiness than they 


in France, in order to be more at their ease, I creased: that the nation would have he- 


<ome more and more languid and feeble; 


ould, with the same means, enjoy at/ and this, too, while the means of I*rance, 


These were the permanent effects 
which the Pitt system had produced, before 


from the migration of uglish of all sorts, 


not excepting the ablest of manufacturers, 


the return of Napoleon; and, J believe, | would have increased in a like proportion ; 
that few men of any knowledge as to these | and while America, our war with whem 


should have been able, wifhout eeme very 

at change at home, to have gene on for 
iy leagth of time in peace. Itis noto- 
rious, that the distresses of the country 
were never so great as during the last 
twelve moaths. ‘That the merchant, the | 
manufacturer, the shop-keeper, the artisan, 
aver experienced so great a degree of dis- 
tress; and, we have recently heard it de- 
‘lared in the House of Commons, that the 
County Jails are now crowded with the 
Cultivators of the Land. This is what 
was never before known in England. It 
isa new, and the most conclusive proof, of 
ational distress. 

While England was in this state, France 
iflorded to all who went thither, proofs of 
Her agriculture 
Was pouring its super-abundauce upon us, 
and was producing that cheapness which 
our people wanted, which the necessities 
of the government could not allow it to 
permit them to have. The land in France, 
comparatively, little burdened, was send- 
‘ug forth its products to cause cheapness 
ere, and to carry back the means of fruc- 
lication in its own bosom. The French 
loaf was driving our own out of the mar- 
ket, and compelling our government either 
‘o exclude it from our country, or to ab- 
stain from taking from the land in England 
the means of paying the interest of the 
debt, occasioned by that war, which had 
‘erminated in re-placing the Bourbons on 
the throne of France, and, as was thought, 
in extinguishing “* French principles.” 

It was manifest to all men, capable of 
reasoning upon such subjects, that the re- 
sult, if peace had continued, even with the 
Bourbons in France, would have been the 
most deplorable distress in England. It, 
Was manifest, that a large part of the rents 
of land, and of the dividends on stock, 
would have been drawn from England and 


matters, Will be found to say, that we | Was the natural consequences of, and, in- 


deed, madea part of, the Pit system, had 
established manufactories to a great ex- 
tent, and was coming forth, fresh, vigorous, 
elated, full of reputation, of hope, and of 
means, to enter upon a rivalship with us, 
not only in maritime commerce, but also 
in naval power. 

Such was the result; such were the ef- 
fects of the Pitt system, even as things 
stood previous to Napoleon's departure 
from Elba. Such were the effects, upon 
the supposition that “ french principles” 
had really been extinguished in Kurope. 
If any one deny the facts which I have 
stated, he will, of course, reject the con- 
clusion at which | have been aiming; but 
if no one can deny these facts, no one can 
deny, that the Pitt system has been the 
most fatal that England ever saw; and 
that, even while the Bourbons were on the 
throne of France, you were justified in 
maintaining, that your opposition to the 
war had been, by the result, proved to 
have been founded in wisdom: not only 
in justice and a love of freedom, but in 
sound policy, having in view solely the 
prosperity and power of England. 

But it may be said, end by ‘some per- 
sons it will be said, that though the fact be 
incontestibly proved, that England has 
lost greatly by the war against France ; 
though it be proved, that even with the 
Bourbons on» the throne, her prosperity 
| was sapped, her force greatly impaired, 
her pedple plunged in distress, and her 
financial overthrow clearly approaching : 
though all this be proved, she had by war 
avoided a revolution. Uf by revolution is 
meant a rcform in Parliament, | agree to 
the assertion. But [ will not, at present, 
céatend upon this head. Granted, that 
we must have/had a revolution, in the Pitt 
sense of the word, if we had not had war. 
And what then? Why, if “we had had a 
revolution, we should, at any rate, not 





expended in France; that the undimi- 
wished taxes would have fallen wholly 


have been worse off thai the people of 


’ 
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France; and, as we now see, the people 
of France are better off than they were 
before the revolution, and, as is agreed on 
all hands, I think, better off than we now 
are. This is proved, not by what travel- 
Jers say only, but by the notorious fact, 
that hundreds aud thousands of families 
went from England to live in France; and 
(oh! deep disgrace to the Pitt system!) 
by the petitions of the English Land- 
holders themselves, who, amongst their 
grounds for demanding a Corn Bill, stated, 
with perfect truth, that they were unable 
to contend with the French corn-grewers, 
because these latter were so lightly taxcd 
in comparison with us, and because they 
were relieved from tythes. Uf, then, the 
French nation has gained thus by their re- 
volution, what reason hive we to say, that 
we have,in avoiding a revolution, received 
a compensation for all the distresses heaped 
on us by a war carried onto keep off such 
a revolution? 

The sum of our success, then, even in 
February last, when the Bourbons were 
upon the throne, was, in its utmost ex- 
tent, that we had preserved the Church 
property, the Feudal Rights and Titles, 
and the Borough system. This is the 
most that the Pitt system can take credit 
for. But, Lnow proceed to shew, that, even 
supposing it to have been most desirable 
to preserve all these by the extinguishment 
of * French principles,” this was not ac- 
complished, even if the Bourbons had re- 
mained upon the throne. The return of 
Napoleon has not created anew the French 
principles ; it has not even revived those 
principles; it has only proved to the 
world, that those principles had never, 
for a moment, ceased to be in a state of 
activity. 

What were these dreaded French prin- 
ciples? That the people ought to be taxed 
only by their real representatives ; that 
there ought to be no predominant church s] 
that the people have a right to possess 
the property furmerly belonging to the 
offending Noblesse and to the whole of the 
Church ; that the King, or chief Magis- 
trate, has no right to rule except by the 
will of the people. And, with the excep- 
tion of a little shuffle as tp the Jast, more 
in the form than the substance, did not 
the Bourbons solemnly agree to reign ac- 
cording to these principles? This is so 
notorious, that no one will venture to de- 
ny it; and, what is equally notorious, 
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and far more important, is, that it was by 
endeavouring to subyert these principles, 
that the Bourbons, in a very few months, 
lost their thrane. It is clear, therefore 
that even with the Bourbons on the throne 
of France, we had not been able to extin. 
guish French principles; nay, even at 
that time, such was the force of the exam. 
ple, that our own Landholders began 
openly to’express feelings of envy at see- 
ing their neighbours relieved from the bur. 
den of tythes, the ridding the country of 
which was one of the greatest, if not the 
very greatest, atchievement of the French 
revolution. It was, really, a thing to 
admire: to hear the gentlemen, who had 
for so many years, been haranguing and 
marshalling their tenantry against the sa- 
crelegious principles of the French, tell- 
ing the Parliament very gravely, that the 
French were better off than themselves be- 
cause they had got rid of ¢ythes ; and, in 
that word, as you will clearly perceive, is 
included the Bishops’ revenues aud the 
whole of the Church Establishment. 
Now, then, in coming towards the pros- 
pect before us, if the Pitt system had ac- 
complished no one of the objects it cou- 
templated, even supposing the Bourbons 
to have remained on the throne of France, 
what hope is there in continuing that same 
system? It would be very wonderful in- 
deed, if we were by war to succeed in over- 
throwing Napoleon a second time ; but, 
if he were to die a natural death ; to be 
killed in gbattle ; or, to be assassinated ; 
what end would that answer? Is it to 
be believed, that amongst the Carnots, the 
Marats, the Fouches, the Caulincourts, 
and hundreds of others; meu capable of 
writing such papers as we have recently 
seen from their pens, and which paper 
put to shame that poverty of talent which 
we see opposed to them : is it to be be- 
lieved, that, amongst all these famous men; 
none would be to be found to tarry on the 
government and to direct its forces, "1 
case Napoleon should lose his life ? Ii, 
during the heat of the revolution, we S*¥ 
assembly after assembly dissolved; coms 
mittee succeed committee; changes in the 
chiefs; the rise of one faction over 
other ; and still the French armies alway® 
faithful to their colours and their “9m 
try. If we saw this, during so many ye” 
of internal commotion and foreign ¥9° 
amidst all the turmoil of paper ger 
confiscation, ayd sometimes famine, ¥ 
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reason have we to suppose, that the safety 
of France and the support of her princi- 
sles depend now solely upon the life of 
one man? the greatest man, I allow; 
creat beyond any man that France, or 
‘he world, ever before saw. But, Lam 
sot disposed to pay him the hyperbolical 
compliment to admit the supposition, that 
the safety and freedom of the French na- 
tion hang upon his single life, 

What, then, will the Pitt system have 
done for us, even if it should succeed in 
destroying the life of this wonderful man? 
The idea, that a nation like England 
should bear to be told, that its well-being 
requires the death of a foreign sovereign, 
istruly disgraceful to the human charac- 
ter. But, as to the fact, how could such 
aneyent tend to relieve ‘from their fears 
those who are so anxious to see ** French 
principles” extinguished ? 

lt is impossible to say who might suc- 
ceed Napoleon as the head of the govern- 
ment; or what form, or title, the execu- 
tive part of that government might assume. 


| But, ifthe Chief were called Emperor, 


King, Consul, or President, what doubt 
can there be, that the basis of his autho- 
rity would be the same, that the nature 
ef the government would undergo little 
change, that the rights and property of the 
people would remain unshaken? And, if 
this were the case, nothing would have 
been gained by war, even in the way of 
extinguishing ** French principles.” Nay, 
the matter would be still worse; for, in 
all human probability, much of the impe- 
rial style, now preserved in gratitude to 
Napoleon, would be withdrawn, and the 
haters of French principles would have, 
‘taring them full in the face, a Repudlic in 
name, as the French nation now is in 
principle and essence. 

But, the Pitt system proposes, perhaps, 
and fully expects, to place the Bourbons 
‘gain upon the throne. It must do this, 
or, as we have seen, it does worse than 
nothing at all. It presumes, that it shall 
be able to do it, because it has done it be- 
Jore. Bat, this is an argument with two 
edges; for we may say, if you can put up 
the Bourbons, because you have done it 
once before, the French nation can drive 
them out again, because they have done it 
twice before. To prevent this, some of 
our impudent and foolish writers. have 
openly said, that, ‘* when we have restored 

the Bourbons again, we must not only 
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“6 take care, that they have proper Minis - 
“‘ ters, but we must compel them to adopt 
** strong measures of government; & nd 
** we shall have a right so to do, because 
“ our own safety and the safety of Europe 
‘“‘ demand it.’ So that this war (for it 
has been going on from the year 1792) 
which was begun on the alleged ground 
of the provocation which the Convention 
had given in a decree for offering assist- 
ance to oppressed foreign nations, is, ac- 
cording to these writers, to be wound up 
by ournot only dictating a ruler to France, 
but in our appointing the ministers of that 
ruler, and in dictating measures to those 
ministers! ‘This differs, indeed, very 
widely from what Larry Totenpar and 
CuHaresuBrRiAND are telling the Kreuch 
people from * the King’s Council ( ham- 
ber” at Guent. They say: ‘* above all, 
‘remember, that the rebellion once put 
“ down, the Usurper once destroyed, no 
“‘ foreign power will place itself Letiween 
“the legitimate Prince and his faithful 
“¢ neople, to interfere with any of the poli 
“+ cal institutions, of which the proposal, 
“ the consideration, and the adoption, will 
“ belong exclusively to them.’ Our 
Times newspaper has asserted the con- 
trary; and, really, L think the editor of 
that paper a better authority than Lally 
Tolendal or the wild old scribe, Chateau- 
briand, who, I think they say, has been 
made a Viscount. 

The war, we are now told, has begun. 
The dispatch of Lord Clancarty says, the 
Allies ** ARE AT WAR,” and all the 
world knows, that France has committed 
no. act of hostility, while she still holds 
out the olive branch to all Europe. In 
the report of the Earl of Liverpool’s 
speech, during the debate of last Monday 
night, he dropped, that the object of the 
war was “to destroy that SYSTEM,” 
which was now existing in France. ‘The 
Times newspaper of Tuesday last has this 
passage :—** La Vendee has risen! It 
‘“* may be recollected, that we not long ago 
** noticed the sailing of a secret expedition, 
** consisting of several ships of war. ‘These 
‘““ ships sailed from Falmouth, and were 
“¢ destined to the coast of La Vendee, to 
“© supply the loyalists in that country with «@ 
“* quantity of arms of every description, in 
“ conformity with their earnest solicita- 
“ tions. According to advices received on 
“ Sunday by Government, the landing of 





“ the arms had been effected with great 
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“ managementand address, and they were 
*¢ received by the people with equal grati- 
“tude. Inthe course of yesterday this 
“important intelligence was confirmed, 
“¢ by the arrival of the Cephalus sloop ef 
“war at Portsmouth from the coast of 
“ France,which, according to a telegraphic 
“* message to the Admiralty, did not quit 
“her station until it was known that the 
“+ insurrection was general, the white 
“¢ cockade mounted, and the cause of 
“ Louis XVIILi.every where proclaimed. 
“* Immense numbers trooped to the Royal 
“standard. Report, though probably 
** with some exaggeration, made them al- 
“ready amount to 50,000.. Among the 
“‘Jeaders are the friends, the relatives, 
** the avengers of those glorious men, who 
** fell in the cause of their country in the 
* field, on the scaffold, and in the dun- 
““geon. There is the son of the truly 
“ great Charette: there are the associates 
of Sombreuil, and Georges, and Frotte.” 

Thus, then, even before war has been 
declared, it is publicly announced, that 
we have seut arms to assist insurgents in 
France. How exactly the present state 
of things resembles the state of things in 
1793 and 1794! The following is pub- 
lished, in the Times newspaper of 22d 
instant, as an extract of a Proclamation, 
issued at Petersburgh on the 25th of 
April. addressed to the French people : 
* You entered my territories, unprovoked, 
** with fire and sword, you plundered and 
“destroyed wherever you came ; you en- 
“tered my capital, which you laid waste. 
“I entered your territories, and took 
“your capital, but destroyed nothing. 
Again, unprovoked, you raise the 
** sword, and destroy the peace of nations. 
“° Tcill now enter your territories, once 
** more, to conquer peace ; and wherever 
“ I meet with resistance, [will UTTERLY 
* DESTROY YOU FOR YOUR PER. 
“ FIDY.” Whether this be authentic or 
not, as such it has gone forth to the world, 
and, of course, to France. Louis, on his 
part, tells the French, that his on/y error 
was loo much clemency; but there are 
times, when every thing may be pardoned 
Sut a perseverance in crimes. Ali this is 
so like the proclamation of the Duke of 
Brunswick, and the proclamations from 
Coblentz, that no one can pretend that it 
has the smallest pretensions to novelty. 
To wind up the whole, England has agreed 


‘means. 
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to pay subsidies to the invading cuxi. 
nental armies. she: 
This is the scene of 1798 returned: qs 


| the sovereigns of Europe combined again 


the French nation and its principles Of £0 
vernment. ‘That this is the true Pitt SYS 
tem no one will deny ; and, we shall now 
see to what it will bring France, the yest 
of Europe, and ourselves. “The, prepara. 
tions on both sides are enormous; all the 
means of destruction that Europe affords 
have been collected, or are collecting ; all 
the treasures that Kurope affords are ready 
to pour forth; all the hostile passions are 
rouzed. ‘That we shall witness carnage 
most horrible [ have not the least doubt; 
that we shall again hear of very rigorous 
proceedings in France is to be expected; 
popular vengeance will again, perhaps, 
surpass the bounds of ordinary justice; 
the bosom of that fine country may again 
be lacerated by her own children as well 
as by their enemies; but I-do not believe, 
that, let what else will happen, the Bour- 
bons will ever again be placed on the 
throne of France; I do not believe, that 
the French people will ever again submit 
to their sway. ’ 

I grant, that, if once entered into the 
war, the stimulus to exertion and perse- 
verance, on the part of the coalition of 
Sovereigns, will be greater than ever it 
has before been; for, if they be now com- 
pelled to leave France with her princi- 
ples, after a war of any duration, they 
must see that those principles will not be 
long in making their way ever all Europe, 
even toits utmost bounds. They must 
see that this is the Zas¢ war on the subject; 
the last agitation of the question. But, w 
the other hand, the French people must 
see that their fate depends upon their exer 
tions and perseverance. They will all now 
be armed; the whole of that a 
country will be in motion; alread) i 
old confederation appear to be revivi . 
If there be no neutrality allowed oul ° 
France, we may be assured, that = 
will be allowed init. If the rich be os 
inclined to bestir themselves, the _ 
will take the riches along with the alles 
of defending them. The men who now es 
pose the government of France pn 
men to stop at the end of a part td 
They will say, “ France a 
“be defended. Without new " “a 
“tions; without new . seizures 
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“wealth of egotists ; without new com- 
\ mittees of surveillance ; without new 
“revolutionary tribunals ; without a 
“new deportation of priests and ex-no- 
“bles; without all, or any of these, if 
“possible: but, at any rate, France must 
“ be defended.” IT Jay little stress, there- 
fore, on the accounts which are given us, 
oftie respectable towns-people, the re- 
spectable proprietors, the resnectable 
professional men, being for’ the King. 
Tliese respectable people must march and 
light, ov their professions, as in the first 
war, will serve as a reward for those who 
will fight and who are without posses- 
sions. 

Napoleon is very violently abused, in 
our bewspapers, for having put 50,000 
muskets into the hands of the artizans and 
labourers of the suburbs of Paris, who 
are compared to the inhabitants of Rag- 
fair and St. Giles’s. But, these writers 
tell us, very often, of men charged with 
crimes being sent by our magistrates to 
the fleet or the'army, instead of being 
sent to prison as malefactors. If our 
country were invaded, would not the 
government accept of the offers of 
labourers and artizans? If the rich, in 
France, should (I do not believe they 
will) endeavour to remain neutral, is 
there any chance of our seeing them so 
remain with émpunity 2? If there be one 
rich to five poor, and if he does not con- 
tribute the means to enable the five to 
act, himself setting the example, those 
means will, of course, be taken from him 
aud given, in one shape or another, to the 
live poor. This was the principle upon 
Which the French nation acted before; 
and, if necessity again puts this principle 
'n practice, the consequences will naturally 
be the same as before. ‘ 

If my view of the matter be, therefore, at 
all near the truth, it is not a holiday war, 
on which we are about to enter. Nor is 
it likely to be a very halcyon'time with 
those, whom we say we have for our 


Jriends in France, and of whose punish- 


ment, if detected, it is impossible that we 
can have the face to complain. ‘“ A 
vigour beyond the law” was ‘justified in 
England at a time when England was not 
invuded; when she had all Europe fight- 


_ing on her side against France; when 


there was scarcely a possibility of an 
enemy setting foot on her shore. We 
cannot, therefore, he surprised, if Napo- 


leon should resort to a similar vigour, 
under the circumstances that are now ap- 
proaching. Our writers cry aloud against 
Napoleon's resorting to the levy of a mil- 
lion, or two, of National Guards. ‘They 
call this a horrible tyranny. ‘To be sure, 
because it is formidable to his enemies, 
who seek his destruction. CiHatTEAu- 
BRIAND, from the ‘** Council Chamber” 
at Ghent, talks of the danger of this 
disastrous conscription. Well he may. 
But he says, that, /wcké/y, the invasion of 
France, last year, destroyed several manu- 
factories of arms. Courage / Monsieur le 
Viscomte de Chateaubriand! Armless as 
they will be, you would not, I imagine, 
care to face any one of them, even with 
Lally Tolendal at your back. — This call- 
ing out of the National Guard, Monsieur 
le Viscomte calls an “immense haul; a 
‘¢ peneral proscriplion ; an extermination 
‘¢ of the French people ata blow ; a /right+ 
* fuland monstrous thing.” 

Turning from this sorry bombast, this 
ridiculous trash, we may I think, look 
upon it as certain, that to keep the Bour- 
bons upon the throne of France, if once 
placed there, would require foreign sol- 
diers stationed in every city, town, village 
and hamlet, unless those Bourbons go- 
verned upon the present principles. To 
conquer, in such a way, sucha nation as 
France, is impossible. Language does 
not contain the words to describe the 
means of effecting such subjugation. All 
the hired troops in all Karope would not 
take from the people of France their 
lands, or make them pay tythes, or submit 
to feudal rights and laws. And yet, if 
this be not done, ‘* French principles” 
remain, and the Pitt system has accom- 
plished nothing but the distress and degra~ 
dation of England and the creation of an 
American navy. 

Thus, Sir, 1 think, I have shewn, that 
that system, which is still called the Péit 
system, has completely failed in all that 
it professed to have in view, and that it is, 
in a fair way of completely succeeding in 
destroying all that has supported it. But, 
[ must not conclude without clearly pro- 
testing against being understood to as- 
cribe this system exclusively to one of the 
two political parties who lave so long 
been striving against each other for the 
possession of power. ‘The party who are 
now out of place, did, when they were in 





place, pursue precisely the same system, 
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Indeed, they defended their measures by 
asserting that they were consonant to the 
principles and system of Pitt, and that he 
would have done the same under like cir- 
cumstauces. This the other party used to 
deny. Both parties pretended that they 
were, and still pretend that they are, the 
followers of Pitt. ‘* Ours is his system,” 
say one party. ‘* No,” say the other, 
‘‘it is we who possess his true system.” 
Like the two convents of monks, who, in 
their holy zeal, blackguarded each other 
for four centories, each of them swearing 
that they possessed exclusively the real 
cros» on which Christ was crucified. A mu- 
tual friend to these ghostly brotherhoeds, 
at on’ time, interfered, recommending @ 
miracle to make both real crosses. But 
this did not suit the brotherhood whose 
cross happened to be in vogue, as they 
would thereby have let their rivals in for 
a share of the offerings. 

No miracle is, however, necessary in 
the case before us. ‘The people of Eng- 
land, long ago cured of party delusions ; 
long ago sickened by the professions of 
hunters after place; long ago disgusted with 
ihe wrangling of the OUTS and the INS, 
whom they have constantly seen unite and 
cordially co. operate against reform; the 
people are quite willing to give them both 
credit for possessing the real Pitt system, 
and to believe, that, if those who are now 
OUTS were INS, they would do precisely 
that which is now doing, and that which 
will be done, by their opponents. 

fam, Sir, with great respect, 

your faithful and obedient servant, 
Wa. Consett. 





AMERICA ann ALGIERS. 


As the war, which has now begun be- 
tween the ** Democratic Rulers” of Ame- 
rica and the “ Regular Government” of 
Algiers, may lead to important conse- 
quences, it is proper to insert here the 
grounds of this war, as far as we can come 
atthem. We have the American official 
documents only. America has a tell-tale 
sort of government. It has nostate secrets. 
it blabs out the proceedings in negocia- 
tions, while the negociators are still assem- 
bled. Not so the Regular Government of 
Algiers, which is one of the “ ancient and 
venerable inslitutions” which the Bosto- 
nian Noblesse so much admire; one of 
the “ gems in the crown of ancient glory,” 
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of which Mr. Chateaubriand speaks so 
feelingly and so foolishly ; one of the link, 
in the chain of the ** social system,” which 
has recently been under the hammers of 
so many able artizans at Vienna. The 
Regular Government of Algiers does not 
make any prefaces to war. It observes a 
dignified silence ¢i/Z tt has actually begun 
and made some progress in the war! 'T'i\| 
it has made a good haul of the enemy’, 
ships, before he knows that he is looked 
upon asanenemy. This is the practice of 
the Regular Government; the “ ancient 
‘¢ and venerable institution, in Algiers.” 
I shall now insert, first, an account of the 
grounds of war from the National Intel. 
ligencer, published at Washington ; next 
the Report of Congress upon the subject ; 
and last, the Act of Congress declaring 
war against Algiers. For, the reader 
will observe, that, in the irregular Go- 
vernment of America, war cannot be de- 
clared by the Chief Magistrate, without 
the consent of the people's real represen- 
tatives.—I reserve a few remarks to fol- 
low the documents. 


Grounds of the War.—From the National 
Intelligencer. 


It is probable that many of our readers 
may not bear in mind the facts on which 
the recent Declaration of War against Al- 
giers is predicated. We have, therefore, 
obtained for their information, the Report 
made on the subject by Mr. Gaston, of the 
House of Representatives, chairman of 
the committee, to whom the bill was re- 
committed in secret sitting.—The docu- 
ments accompanying the Report, which 
are too long, and perhaps not proper, for 
present publication, are so conclusive, 
to leave no doubt on the mind of auy one 
who hears or reads them, of the ape 
sibility of re-establishing Peace with the 
Dey of Algiers, unless by coercion, °- 
cept under the most base and hunmilipting 
condition. Our readers may judge ° 
the inveterate hostility of that barperssy 
tyrant towards us, growing merely = 
the most sordid cupidity and natural <i 
city and cruelty of temper, by val . 
three facts, collected from a momen “td 
glance at the documents accompany’ © 
the Report of the committee—A Per " 
was entrusted, as from the American 
chants in Spain, with the task of f the 

: o 
vouring to procure the liberation © in 
eleven or twelve of our citizens captive 
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Algiers, for whom he was authorised to 
yea ransom, net exceeding 3000 dollars 
verman. To every attempt of this kind, 
the Dey replied, ** that not for two mil- 
lions of dollars would he sell his Ame- 
rean slaves!” — In reply to an appli- 
cation, in the most confidential manner, 
to one of the Dey’s ministers, to know the 
terms which the Dey expected to extort 
from the United States (by keeping our 
citizens slaves) in the event of a treaty 
with them, it appears, that “it was a set- 
‘‘ tled point with the Dey, from which he 
“ could by no means swerve, that in the 
“ first place, forthe privilege of passing the 
 streights of Gibraltar, two millions of 
“ dollars would be required of the Ame- 
o rican Government, and THEN the stipu- 
‘tations of the late treaty might be re- 
“ Mat (the old tributary treaty) after 
“ paying up all arrears of tribute,” &c. &c. 


THE REPORT. 


The committee to whom has been referred the 
bill “ forthe protection of the United States 
“ against the Algerine cruizers,” with instrac- 
tions to enquire and report in detail the facts 
npon which the measure contemplated is predi- 
eated, report-- That in the month of July, 1812, 
the Dey of Algiers, taking offence, or pretending 
to take offence, at the quality and quantity of a 
shipment of military stores made by the United 
States, in pursnance of the stipulation in the 
Treaty of 1795, and refusing to receive the 
Steres, extorted from the American Consnl Ge- 
neral at Algiers, by threats of personal impri- 
Senment, and of reducing to slavery all Ame- 
ricans in his power, a sum of money claimed as 
the arrearages of Treaty stipulations, and denied 
by the United States to be due; and then com- 
pelled the Consul, and all citizens of the United 
States at Algiers, abruptly to quit his dominions. 
—It further appears to the committee, that on the 
25th of August following, the American brig 
Edwin of Salem, owned by Nathaniel Silsbee 
of that place, while ou a voyage from Malta to 
Gibraltar, was taken by an Algerine Corsair, 
and carried-into Algiers as prize. . The com- 
mauder of , the brig, Captain George Camp- 
bell Smith, and the crew, ten in number, have 
ever since been detained in captivity, with 
the exception of two of them, whose release 
has been effected under circumstances not indi- 
cating any change of hostile temper on the part 
of the Dey. It also appears, that a vessel, sailing 


MAY 27, 1815.—America and Algiers. 


[666 


and concealing her true American character. 

In this vessel was taken a Mr. Pollard, who 

claims to be an American citizen, and is believed 
to be of Norfolk, Virginia, and who, as an Ame- 
rican citizen, is kept in captivity. The govern- 
ment, justly solicitous to relieve these unfortu- 
vate captives, cansed an agent, (whose connec- 
tion with the government was not disclosed) to 

be sent to Algiers, with the means and with in- 
structions to effect their ransom, if it could be 

dove at aprice not exceeding three thonsand 

dollars per man, The effort did not succeed, 
because of the Dey’s avowed policy to increase 
the number of his American slaves, in order to 
be able to compel a renewal of his treaty with 
the United States, on terms suited to his rapa- 
city, Captain Smith, Mr. Pollard, and the Mas- 
ter of the Edwin, are not confined, nor kept at 
hard labour ; but the rest of the captives are sub- 
jected to the well-known horrors of Algerine 
slavery. The Committee have not been apprised 
of any other specific outrages upon the persons 
or property of American citizens besides those 
stated; and they apprehend, that the fewvess of 
these is attributable to the want of opportunity 
and not of inclivation in the Dey, to prey upon 
our commerce, aud to enslave our citizens, The 
war with Britain has hitherto shut the Mediter- 
fanean against Amierican vessels, which, it may 
be presumed will now shortly venture upon it. 
The committee are all of opinion, upon the evi- 
dence which has been laid before them, that the 
Dey of Algiers considers his treaty with the 
United States as at an end, and is waging war 
against them. ‘The evidence upon which this ts 
founded, and from which are extracted the facts 
above stated, accompanies this report, aod with 
it is respectfully submitted— 


AN ACT 


For the protection of the commerce of the 
United States against the Algerine cruizers. 


Wuerras, the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of 
Barbary, has commenced a predatory warfare 
against the United States— 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assemblel, That it shall be lawful fully to 
equip, officer, man and employ such of the armed 
vessels of the United States as may be judged re- 
quisite by thePresident of the United States, for 
protecting effectually the commerce and seamen 
thereof on the Atlantic ocean, the Mediterranean 
aud adjoining seas. 

Sect. 2, And be it further enacted, That it shal) 
be lawful for the President of the United States 





under the Spanish flag has been condemned in 
Algiers, as laying a false claim to that flag, 


to instruct the commanders of the respective 


; 
ihe 
ver 
can 


. 


SE le 










667] 


public vessels aforesaid, to subdue, seize, and 
make prize of all vessels, goods, aud effects, of or 
belorging to the Dey of Algiers, or to his subjects, 
and te bring or send the same into port, to be 
proceeded against and distributed according to 
jaw ; and also, to cause to be done, all such other 
acts of precaution or hostility, as the state of war 
will justify, and may in his opinion require. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That ou the 
application of the owners of private armed ves- 
sels of the United States, the President of the 
United States may grant them special commis- 
sions, in the form which he shall direct under the 
seal of the United States; and such private armed 


vessels, when so commissioned, shall Lave the like 


authority for subduing, seizing, taking, and bring- 
ing into port any Algerine vessels, goods or ef- 
fects, as the above-mentioned public armed ves- 
sels may by law have; and shall therein be sub- 
ject to the instructions which may be given by 
the President of the United States, for the regn- 
lation of their conduct, and their commissions 
shall be revocable at his pleasure: Provided, 
Thet before any commission shall be granted as 
aforesaid, the owner or owners of the vessel for 
which the same may be requested, and the com- 
mander thereof for the time being, shall give 
bound to the United States, with at least two res- 
ponsible sureties, not interested in such vessels, 
in the penal sum of seven thousand dollars, or if 
such vessel be provided with more than one hun- 
dred and fifty men, in the penal sum of fourteen 
thousand dollars, with condition for observing the 
treaties and laws of the United States, and the 
instructions which may be given as aforesaid, and 
also for satisfying all damages and injuries which 
shall be dove contrary to the tenor thereof, by 
such commissioned vessel, and for delivering up 
the commission when revoked by the President 
of the United States, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any Al- 
gerine vessel, goods or effects, which may be so 
captured and bronght into port, by any private 
armed vessel of the United States, duly commis- 
sioned as aforesaid, may be adjudged good prize, 
and therenpon shall accrne to the owners, and 
officers, and men of the capturing vessel, and 
shall be distributed according to the agreement 
whiel: shall have been made between them ; or, 
in failure of such agreement, according to the 


discretion of the court havivg cognizance of the 
Capture. 


There is one circumstance connected 
with this Algerine war, which I think 
a of particular notice ; and that is, 
this regular government began, it a 
a » t appears 
its depredations on the Americans, just as 
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these latter were entering upon war zit), 
US! some of our modest and honest gen. 
‘tlemen ; some of our most honourable een 
haye called America an assassin, becanse 
she made war against us, while we were 
at war with Napoleon. What will they 
say now of the venerable head of this Afy. 
can state? The same honourable wor. 
thies have said, that because - America 
went to war with us, while we had to 
fight Napoleon, she was the slave of Na. 
poleon. But I hope they will not apply 
this reasoning to the present war between 
America and Algiers: 1 fervently hope, 
that no one will pretend,’ that, because 
Algiers went to war with America while 
America had to fight us, Algiers was the 
slave of England !—As to the result of 
the war, I have no doubt, that the Dey 
will not have to rejoice much at the suc. 
cess of his undertaking. A dry blow in- 
stead of millions: of dollars-are likely to he 
his portion. As an Englishman, 1 must 
wish, that the Algerines may be beaten by 
those, who have, unfortunately, so often 
beatengny own countrymen.—The Timus 
newspaper has told, us, that it is suspected, 
that the Algerive war is, with America, a 
PRETEXT for increasing her navy. \h- 
deed, Doctor! and, in what civilian haye 
you discovered, that America is restrained 
from augmenting her navy.at her pleasure? 
What necd has she of preteats ? I kuow, 
indeed, that, amongst. your other follies, 
you did, during last summer, insist up- 
on it, that, in making peace with America, 
she.should, at,last, be compelled to stpy- 
late not to have any ships of war beyond 
a certain size and number. But, the sti 
pulation was not obtained ;.and now, !- 
stead of big. menaces, you throw out your 
suspectings for the cogitations of the wise 
John Bull.—Away driveller! and await 
a similar fate to your predictions as to the 
humiliations of France. 


apna 





OVERTURES OF PEACE FROM THE 
EMPEROR NAPOLEON. 


LETTER FROM M. CAULAINCOURT TO VISCOUNT 
CASTLEREAGH, DATED PARIS, 4th APRI} 
1815, / ; 

My Lord—The Emperor was anxious (0° 
press directly to his Royal Highness the Prisce 
Regent tie sentiments which inspire him, and 2 
make known to him. the, high value which, ‘ 
places on the maintenance of the peace happilt 
existing between the two countries. I sm co" 





manded in consequence, my Lord,, t0 address 
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Qr with eon the annexed letter, and to beg your Exeel- 
st gen. y to present it to his Royal Highnéss—The 
le men, y+ wish of the Emperor being, that the repose ot 
Yecause Furope should remain inviolate, his Majesty bas 
@ were ..y anxious to manifest this disposition to the 
ll they reigns who are still assetnbled at Vienna, and 
s) Afri. wo oll other Sovereigns.. I liave, &c, 
e Wore (Signed) Cautartncuurt, Duc de Vieence-. 
merica Snead 
iad to TITER FROM M, DE CAULAINCOURT TO VIS- 
ft Na. CUNT CASTLEREAGH, DATED PARIS, APRIL 
apply $1815. ' 
tween My Lord —The expectations which induced 
“hope, his Majesty the Emperor, my August Sovercign, 
eeause 1) submit to the. greatest sacrifices, have, not 
Waile cen fulfilled: France has uot received the price 
as the if the devotion of its ‘Monarelr: her hopes’ have 
ult of been lamentably deceived, After some months 
€ Dey f painful restraint, ler sentiments, concealed 
a BUC, ill regvet, have at length manifested themselves 
W Ile j) an extraordinary manner: by an universal 
- to he ud spontaneons impulse, she Was declared as her 
must deliverer,- the man, from whom alone she can 
en by pect the gaarantee of ‘her libertics and inde- 
often pendence. "The Emperor has appeared, the Royal 
oat Throne has fallen, and the Bourbon family have 
i quitted our territory, without one drop of blood 
. r,. paving been shed for their defence. Borne upon the 
haye wl of his people, his Majesty has travetsed 
sined france, from the point of the coast at which he 
beg: Aeantbempe.. the ground, as far as the centre of 
aed 8 Capital, to that residence which is now again, 
lies, a are all French hearts, filled with our dearest 
up. ener No obstacles have delayed his 
rica, nap 8 triumphal progress ; from the instant 
Lipu- ‘ = re-landing upon French ground, he resumed 
yond ‘ government of his empire. Scarcely does his 
e sti- ist reign appear to have been for an instant in- 
in terrapted. Every generons passion, every liberal 
your Nonght, has’ rallied around him ; never did any 
wise hation present a spactacle of more awful unani- 
wait Mity. The report of this great event will have 


the reached your Lordship, am commanded to an- 
. hounce it to you, in tle mame of the Emperor, 
andto request you will convey this declaration 





iE lothe knowledge of his Majesty the King of 
Great Britain, your August Master. This Resio- 
re wo of the Emperor to the Throne of France is 
a wha: the: most brilliawt of his triumphs. His 
“ajesty prides himself above all, on the reflec- 
‘ion, that he.owes it entirely to the love of the 
- French people, andthe has no other wish than‘to 


“- "pay such affections no longer by the trophies of 
. ‘ain ambition, but by allthe advantages of au ho- 
1» ‘Pourable repose, and by all the blessings of a 


2 that the Emperor leoks forward for the accom 
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plishment ofhis noblest intentions. With a dis- 

position to respect the rights of other nations, his 

Majesty has the pleasing hope, that those of the 

French nation will remain inviolate. ‘The main- 

tenance of this precious deposit is the first, as it 

is the dearest of his duties. The quiet of the 
world is for along time assured, if all the othre 

Sovereigns are disposed, as his Majesty is, to 

make their honour consist in the preservation of 

yieace, by placing peace under the safeguard of 
honour. Such arc, my Lord, the sentiments with 
which his Majesty is sincerely animated, and which 

-he has commanded me to make known to your 

Government. I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) CauLatncourT, Duke ot Vicence. 

His Excellency Lord Castlereagh, &c. 

LETTER FROM VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH TO M, 
CAULVAINCOURT, DATED, DOWNING STREET, 
APRIL 8, 18109. 

Sin—I have been honoured with two letters 
from your excellency bearing date the 4th inst, 
from Paris, one of them covering a letter ad- 
dressed to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
I am to acquaint your Excellency, that the Prince 
| Regent has declined receiving ;the letter addressed 
by your Excellency, to me, to Vienna, for the 
tmformation and cousideration of the Allied So- 


veréigns and Plenipotentiaries there assembled, 
Iam, &c. CASTLEREAGH, 


VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH TO THE EARL OP 
CLANCARTY, DATED FOREIGN OFFICE, 8TH 
APRIL, 1815.° 
My Lorp—I herewith inclose a copy of an 

Overture this day received from M. de Caulain- 

court, with the answer returned. You will com- 

minicate the same to the Allied Sovereigns and 

Plenipotentiaries at Vienva, for their informa- 

tion. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CASTLEREAGH, 
Earl of Clancarty, &c. 
THE EARL OF CLANCARTY TO VISCOUNT CASTLE* 
REAGH, DATED VIENNA, MAY 6, 1815. 
My Lornn—Adverting to your Lordship’s dis- 
patch, No. 3, and to its several inclosures, con- 





veying a proposal made by the existing Govern 





pily Lappy tranquillity. It is to the duration of peace 


ment in France, and your Lordship’s answer 
thereto, I have the honour to acquaiut you, for 
the information of his Majesty’s Government, that 
at a conference held on the 3d inst. his Highness 
Prince Metternich acquainted us, that a M. de 
Strassant, who had been stopped on his way 
hither, at Lintz, from not having been furnished 
with proper passports, had addressed a letter to 





his Imperial Majesty, and therewith forwarded 
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some unopened letters which the Emperor had di- 
rected him to unseal in the presence of the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the Allied Powers, These 
proved to be a letter from Bonaparte, addressed 
to his Majesty, professing a desire to continue at 
peace, to observe the stipulations of the Treaty 
of Paris, &c. and a letter from M. de Caulain. 
court to Prince Metternich, containing similar 
professions, After reading these Papers, it was 
cousidered whether any, and what answer shonld 
be made thereto, when the general opinion ap- 
peared to be, that none should be returned, and 
no notice whatever taken of the proposal. Upon 
this, as indeed upon all other occasions subse- 
qheut to the resumption of anthority by Bona- 
parte, wherein the present state of the Continen- 
tal Powers, with regard to France, has come un- 
der discussion, but one opinion has appeared to 
direet the Councils of the several Sovereigns. 
They adhere, and from the commencement have 
never ceased to adhere, to their Declaration of 
the 15th of March, with respect to the actual 
Ruler of France. They are in a state of hostility 
with him and his adherents, not from choice, bat 
from necessity, because past experience has 
shewn, that no faith has been kept by him, and 
that no reliance can be placed on the professions 
of one who has hitherto no longer regarded the 
most solemn compacts than as it may have 
suited bis own convenicnce to observe them, 
whose word, the only assurance he can afford for 
his peaceable disposition, is not less in direct op- 
position to the tenor of his former life, than it is 
to the military positron in which he is actually 
placed. They feel that they should neither per- 
torm their duty to themselves or to the people 
committed by Providence to their charge, if they 
were now to listen to those professions of a desire 
for peace which have been made, and suffer 
themselves thus to be Inlled into the supposition 
that they might now relieve their people from 
the bnrthen of supporting immense military 
masses, by diminishing their forces to a peace 
establishment, convinced as the several Sove- 
reigus are from past experience, that no sooner 
should they have been disarmed, than advantage 
would be taken of their want of preparation, to 
renew those scenes of aggression and bloodshed, 
from which they had hoped that the peace so 
giorions)y won at Paris, would long have secured 
them, They are at war, then, for the purpose of 
obtaining some security for their own independ. 
ence, and for the re-conquest of that peace and 

permanent tranquillity, for which the world has 
so long panted. They are not even at war for 
the greater or less portion of security which 

France can afford them of future tranquillity, but 

because France under its present chief, is un- 

able to afford them any security whatever. In 

this war, they do not desire to interfere with any 

legitimate right of the French people; they have 

no design to oppose the claim of that natian to 

choose their own form of Government, of inten- 

tion to trench, in any respect, upon their inde- 

pendence asa great and free people: but they 

do think they have a right, and that of the | 
highest nature, to contend against the re-estab- 
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lishment of an individaal as the head of the Prey, 
Government, whose past conduct has invariai) 
demonstrated, that in such a situation he w;Jj ho 
suffer other nations to be at peace—whose res 
less ambition, whose thirst for foreign conques 
and whose disregard for the rights and independ 
ence of other States, must expose the whole 
Europe to renewed scenes of pluuder and devast 
tion. However general the feelings of the Sove 
reigns may be in favour of the restoration of th 
King, they no otherwise seek to influence the pro 
ceedings of the French in the choice of this of 
any other dynasty, or form of Government, tig 
may be essential to the safety and permaney 
tranquillity of the rest of Europe; sneh re, 
sonable security being afforded by France in th 
respect, as other States have a legitimate rig) 
to claim in their own defence, their object wil 
be satisfied ; aud they shall joytully return to th 
state of peace, which will then, and then only, b 
open to them, and lay down those arms whic 
they have only taken up for the purpose of ac 
quiring that tranquillity so eagerly desired by 
them on the part of their respective Empires, 

Such, my Lord, are the general sentiments of tl 
Sovereigns and of their Ministers here assem 
bled; and it shopld seem, that the glorious for 
bearance observed by them, when master 
of the French capital in the early part of the 
last year, onght to prove to the Frencli, the 
this is not a war against their freedom and 


independence, or excited by any spirit of ambigy 


tion, or desire of conquest, but one arising out of 
necessity, urged on the principles of self-preser 
vatiou, and founded on that legitimate and incow 
trovertible right of obtaining reasonable security 
for their own tranquillity and independence—to 
which, if France has on her part a claim, oth 
nations have an equal title to claim at the hand 
of France. I this day laid before the Plevipotes 
tiaries of the Three Allied Powers in covference 
the Note proposed to be delivered npon the es 
change of the ratifications of the Treaty of the 
25th March. After the opinions which I have 
detailed as those with which the Allied Sov 
reigns are impressed, with respect to the object 
of the war, it is scarcely necessary for me to ald, 
that the explanation afforded in this ote, 
as the construction put by his Royal High 
the Prince Regevt on the eighth article of that 
Treaty, was favourably received, 1 
instructions will consequently be issued | 
the Ambassadors of the Imperial Courts . 
Austria and Russia, and to the Minister of rs 
Prussian Majesty, to accept of this Note on the 
exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty ; 
question, In order to be assured that I hove a 
vanced nothing in this dispatch, which does % 
accord with the views of the Cabinets of the 5* 
lied Sovereigns, I have acquainted the oe 
tentiaries of the high Allred Powers wit a 
contents thereof, and have the honour to! - 
you, that the sentiments contained in it ent! rts 
coincide with those of their respective Co" 

I have the honour to be &e. 


(Signed) CLANCARTY. 


oe 
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